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Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, on September
11th, America honored those murdered
by people who Kkill in the name of reli-
gion.

Americans held solemn tributes,
prayers, and raised Old Glory across
the plains and prairies of this heart-
land. But no American flags were dis-
played by students at Hobbton High
School in North Carolina. The super-
intendent of this government school
district banned the display of any
country’s flag on the clothing of stu-
dents. Dr. Hobbs said disruptions have
been caused in the school by the wear-
ing of certain national flags. So on this
almost holy day of September 11th, no
American flags were allowed on clothes
at this American school.

Dr. Hobbs, if you are going to ban the
display or the wearing of flags, ban for-
eign ones, not the ones that fly over
this Nation—the American flag.

Have we become so timidly con-
cerned about offending foreigners that
we now disrespect our Nation by ban-
ning the American flag? This unpatri-
otic paranoia is an insult to this Na-
tion and the students of your school,
and the superintendent should be
ashamed. Mr. Hobbs, Betsy Ross would
not be proud of you.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

ALAN GREENSPAN AND THE BUSH
ADMINISTRATION

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, in Alan
Greenspan’s recently released memoir,
President Bush and the Republicans in
Congress come in for some sharp criti-
cism.

Reuters said of the book, ‘“Mr. Green-
span sharply criticizes President
Bush’s administration and Republican
congressional leaders in his memoir for
putting political imperatives ahead of
sound economic policies.”

The New York Times said of Mr.
Greenspan’s book described, ‘“The Bush
administration is so captive to its own
political operation that it paid little
attention to the fiscal discipline for
the Nation.”

Increasing America’s debt by $3 tril-
lion, the same fiscal discipline we had
in the 1990s, the pay-as-you-go rules,
led to a $5 trillion surplus when Presi-
dent Bush took office and has led to a
$3 trillion debt increase under Presi-
dent Bush and the Republicans.

The fiscal discipline that we had in
the 1990s is exactly what the Demo-
crats have put in place in this new Con-
gress, hoping to put in place the fiscal
type of discipline and the budgetary
discipline that would lead us again to
surpluses and balancing America’s
book.

And Mr. Greenspan could not have
said it better, when people have taken
the time to put their political interests
ahead of America’s long-term economic
interests.
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HONORING THE AIR FORCE’S 60TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and celebrate the 60th
anniversary of the United States Air
Force.

America can rightly claim to be the
greatest military power. This status is
due in no small part to our over-
whelming supremacy in air and space.
Air Force men and women have pro-
duced an unsurpassed record of
achievement. Never before has our
ability to project military power de-
pended so heavily on air and space ca-
pabilities.

As an Air Force veteran and cochair-
man of the House Air Force Caucus, I
know firsthand how the Air Force pro-
vides our Nation a unique military ad-
vantage. However, what is most im-
pressive is the dedication of the men
and women of the United States Air
Force who work hard every day to en-
sure air supremacy.

Let me leave you with the words of
one of the Air Force founders, General
Hap Arnold: ‘‘Air power will always be
the business of every American cit-
izen.”

———

DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS SENDS
COLLEGE COST REDUCTION ACT
TO THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

(Ms. RICHARDSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker,
today is an exciting week for all Demo-
crats because we are sending one of our
top priorities to the President’s desk,
and that is the College Cost Reduction
and Access Act.

Education departments estimate that
over 200,000 academically qualified stu-
dents are unable to go to college. This
legislation will be the largest invest-
ment the Democratic Congress has
made since 1944.

Specifically, the Pell Grant scholar-
ships will be increased by $1,090 over
the next 5 years. We will be able to cut
interest rates from the current 6.8 per-
cent to 3.4 percent, and that will save
student borrowers over $4,000 over the
life of their loan.

Members, this is great news, and it is
great news to taxpayers, because we
have been able to utilize eliminating
excessive Federal subsidies from the
lenders in the industry to bear the cost
of this program . .. and not the tax-
payers.

This is a personal story for me. I
have been working since the age of 12.
I took out student loans and was able
to get my education because of pro-
grams like this.

Mr. Speaker, this is a great day for
students and Democrats in this Con-
gress to send the college cost reduction
act to the Presidents desk.
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HEADING TOWARD A FISCAL
TRAIN WRECK

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, as we come to the floor 9
months into the control of this House
and this country by the Democratic
majority, we have to ask ourselves,
what has it brought? Well, it has
brought us expanded government pro-
grams outside the area of jurisdiction,
increase in Federal spending, and of
course efforts to raise taxes on Ameri-
cans.

Just at the very beginning of this
year, it was the largest tax increase in
U.S. history. A short time ago, it was a
$563 billion increase through the SCHIP
program. On spending, it was a $1 bil-
lion program just yesterday tried to
do. And, of course, there is a litany of
earmarks that we still don’t know
where it is going to and who is spon-
soring it.

It was a Republican majority that
forced the Democrats to give us a list
of all the earmarks in their spending
and have asked for more transparency.
But I want to remind the American
public, to this day we still do not have
a list of all the earmarks, who is spon-
soring them, and where the dollars are
going to.

I encourage the Democrat majority
to do as the American public must do,
to live within their means, and to be
open and honest as to where the Amer-
ican tax dollars are going to.

————
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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, President
Bush has called for more money, more
patience, and a renewed commitment
of U.S. troops in Iraq for the foresee-
able future. The American people
should not be fooled. This is nothing
more than another stay-the-course
strategy that puts us on a path for 10
years of war in Iraq.

Under the Bush plan, about 5,700
troops, or about 3.5 percent, of the
American forces in Iraq would come
home later this year. That’s it. The
rest of our troops would remain in Iraq
until at least next summer. The Presi-
dent anticipates that at least 130,000
American men and women would re-
main in Iraq indefinitely for many
years to come.

The President’s plan for Iraq
amounts to an open-ended and dan-
gerous commitment of American
troops in Iraq, and an open wallet for
the American people to pay.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a plan for
success in Iraq, nor is it a plan that
will make America safer. It is time for
my Republican colleagues to stand up
to this President and say enough is
enough. Democrats will continue to de-
mand change because it is time that we
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